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Role of HOXA10 and HOXA11 Genes in Endometrial Development and
Infertility in the Polycystic Ovary Syndrome

Maryam Parvini Kohneh Shahri™

Introduction: Polycystic ovary syndrome (PCOS) is a reproductive endocrine disorder. Homeotic

genes like HOX genes, a group of conserved transcription factors, are essential for the development of
the reproductive tract and the functioning of the endometrium. The HOXA genes play essential roles in
embryo organogenesis and the functioning of the adult uterine. Regarding reproductive health, HOXA
genes such as HOXA10 and HOXA11 are crucial for endometrial receptivity and implantation. The
HOXA10 gene is a vital element in embryo implantation, endometrial receptivity, uterine biogenesis,
and immune regulation in the adult uterus. It promotes cell growth during decidualization and the
maturation of endometrial cells, making the endometrium for implantation. HOXA10 and HOXA11 are
dynamically regulated by estrogen and progesterone, showing peak expression during the secretory
phase of the menstrual cycle when implantation occurs. Research has shown that infertility in women
with PCOS can be associated with the dysregulation of the HOXA10 and HOXA11 genes, resulting in
implantation failure due to disrupted endometrial receptivity.

Conclusion: Collectively, the HOXA10 and HOXAL11l genes are crucial for the endometrium for
implantation and thus maintaining fertility. In women afflicted with PCQOS, the dysregulation of these
genes might significantly contribute to infertility by causing decreased endometrial receptivity and
impaired implantation processes. A thorough comprehension of the molecular pathways and hormonal
regulation of these genes could pave the way for the development of novel therapeutic strategies
focused on improving fertility outcomes for patients with PCOS.
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Citation: Parvini Kohneh Shahri M. Role of HOXA10 and HOXA11 Genes in Endometrial Development and
Infertility in the Polycystic Ovary Syndrome. J Shahid Sadoughi Uni Med Sci 2025; 33(7): 9193-9204.

1Department of Biology, Urmia Branch, Islamic Azad University, Urmia, Iran.
*Corresponding author: Tel: 09141486356, email: parvini29@iau.ac.ir

Journal of Shahid Sadoughi University of Medical Sciences Vol 33 | NO 7 | Sep 2025


http://dx.doi.org/10.18502/ssu.v33i7.19834 
https://jssu.ssu.ac.ir/article-1-6489-fa.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

